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Preface

Program Notes: This piece began as a collaboration between the poet, Tim Lane and composer, Phillip Sink. The poems were
written in honor of Tim's twentieth wedding anniversary.

The first song, “When We Were Young” reminiscences on the how humans interacted (and dated) before the internet. To illustrate
the forward motion of time, I chose to write a highly rhythmic passacaglia. The harmonic cycle represents time passing and
occasional moments of rest (i.e. “the clouds stand still"). To representthe human aspect of the poem, I developed a highly
interactive fabric among the players.

The second song “We Shifted” represents the early part of Tim's relationship to his wife. For this song, I removed the sense of pulse
so that the form takes the shape of a cloud. Players mustread from the score and communicate with each other throughout.

The third song, “Cloud Breath,” represents Tim's marriage in present day. The song start out with an interlude, reflecting backon

moments in “When We Were Young.” Through a series of tempo modulation, time is stretched, representing the return to the
present. Scale motives represents breathing.

Transposed Score

Runtime: ¢.13:30



“When We Were Young”
When we were young
we couldn’t store
our thoughts in

clouds—

we couldn’t text,
we couldn’t trade

flirtations
on the fly.

Before we met,
we couldn't save
our love in
phones—

we couldn't cast
our brilliant

luck

across these
fleecy skies.

Dans les Nuages

by Tim Lane
-for Sheila

with our 20t wedding anniversary
in mind
“We Shifted"”

We shifted
on herfrontporch

while the traffic
spread through us
like tequila,

we drank cold pop
green bottles of Coke,

while the satellites
nudged apartour thighs,

and we didn't chat,
no, we didn't chat,

as if we been together
all our lives,

nervous terriers;
flushed and wired;
cautious gamblers;

blind and deaf
to the

sirens,

lilacs,

and murders.
Oh, my love!

[ textyou now,
because you invited me over.

Oh, my love!

I friend you now,
because we created this folder.

The clouds stand still;
the clouds move on.

I lie awake reading while waiting
for you to drift upstairs—our
bedspread striated, deep muscle,

dark ocean blue¢ Across the hall T
can hear the kids breathing.

soft.breath
baby’s breath
natural breath
musical breath
poetic breath

historical breath
quick breath
instantaneous breath

multiple breath

simultaneous breath
linked breath

downloaded breath

lilac breath

gambler’s breath

Jasper John’s breath

murderer’s breath

siren breath

cloud breath

cloud breath
cloud breath

Oh, my love
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"When We Were Young"

Text by Tim Lane

Composed by Phillip Sink
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